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A Special Congratulations to our 

8th Grade Class!
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Heavenly Father, 
Surround with your grace those who are 

graduating. Bless them with hope so that they 
move into the future with eager and open 

hearts. Help them to put the knowledge, skills 
and insights gained through their education, 
to use for the good of all humankind. Inspire 
them to believe in the goodness of life even 
when faced with challenges and difficulties. 
As they commence with their lives, may they 
grow every more grateful and wise. All of this 

we ask in the name of Jesus, 
your beloved Son. 

Amen.



Kindergarten 
Fun

They say time flies when you’re having fun and that is exactly true 
when it comes to our kindergarten year! These kiddos have sure 
worked hard and have made some BIG accomplishments over the 
past several months!  Learning letters, identifying numbers, 
recognizing sight words, telling time, reading books, practicing 
patterns, building with blocks, tying shoes, painting masterpieces, 
singing songs, writing stories, practicing prayers, drawing shapes, 
coloring pictures…the list goes on and on of all the FUN things 
we’ve filled our school days with!  

On May 5th, “Come and See Day” was held at St. Ben’s for 
students that are planning on attending kindergarten in the fall.  
Fourteen new friends came to visit the classroom and got a sneak 
peek into the life of kindergarten.  We hope to see these friendly 
faces back again in August- ready to take on kindergarten!  Have a 
safe and fun summer everyone! 

Health Class
Students finished their units on nutrition 
during the month of April. During the month 
of May, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders are 
focusing on a unit about safety. Middle 
school students are focusing on a CPR and 
First Aid unit. We have had a great year and 
learned a lot during Health Education class. 

Did you miss the 
spring concert? 

Follow this link to watch! 

Spring Concert
https://tinyurl.com/

fe8v5z4

https://tinyurl.com/fe8v5z4


3rd Grade
Third grade students are working on an end - of - 
the - year project that affords opportunities for 
technical creativity as well as writing skills.  Mrs. 
Krammen has put together a photo file for each 
student containing pictures of many milestones 
met throughout third grade. The students use an 
app on their ipads, and create their own personal 
photo album of third grade memories. With the 
help of Mrs. Eichinger, computer/technical 
teacher, the students are creating their 
masterpieces. The pictures cover everything 
from a walking field trip from school to the 
prayer garden at church, to playing in the snow, 
to many science investigations including Henry 
Hahn's state qualifying invention, to reading at 
Mass, to presentations given to peers, and so 
much more. Students use their writing/typing 
skills to write descriptive captions.

4th Grade spent some time 
this spring using their 
creativity to write poems 
during their poetry unit.

In Social Studies, 4th grade learns about 
the different regions of the United States 
throughout the year.  As a culminating 
activity each student chose on of the 50  
states and completed a research project 
and presentation.

The 4th graders 
are enjoying the 
spring weather 
while working on a 
class novel unit. 



Two 
advancing

Liz and Audrey won the American History Award for their Exhibit on FDR’s Fireside 
Chats.
Shelby and Abby won the Jim Wengert Labor History Award for their project about Lewis 
Hine and Child Labor.
Camryn and Sophia won the Jim Wengert Labor History Award for their project about 
the Disney Strike.  Both of these were websites.

The National Contest is virtual from June 13-19th 

This year 17 of our middle school 
students qualified for the State 
Competition. The finalists were as 
follows with the titles of their exhibits: 
Liz Bucksa and Audrey Essa 
Advancing to the National Contest. 
Exhibit on FDR's Fireside Chats
Reid Kuehner and Tommy Hammel 
were Alternates with their project 
about How Media Influenced the 
Vietnam War
Olivia Huinker and Stella Pole 
were alternates with their performance 
about Harriet Tubman.
Tommy Sexton  and Garrett See 
exhibit on the Navajo Code Talkers.

National History Day

Award 
Winners

Finalists

Placed at State 
Competition

The 5th graders recently celebrated DARE graduation - a 
culmination of a 10-week program taught by Officer Nick 
Yaneff of the Decorah Police Department. In the DARE 
program, they learned about handling stress and peer 
pressure, bullying, responsible reporting, and making good 
decisions. They were joined by Chief Smutzler, Captain 
Herrmann, and other officers from the department. Claudia 
Dixon was the winner of the DARE essay contest.

Judy Franzen




ART
PreSchool
The PreSchool Art class listened to the book "The Rainbow Fish" by Marcus Pfister.  Each student colored 
their own rainbow fish and picked one scale to add glitter too.  The kids learned about sharing with 
others.
Kindergarten
The Art class listened to Eric Carle's book The Mixed Up Chameleon and then proceeded to draw and 
color their own mixed up chameleon.  This book teaches the kids an important lesson about being 
theirself.
1st Grade
The 1st grade Art class learned about the artist Vincent Van Gogh.  They learned about his 
impressionistic style and we looked at his famous painting of Sunflowers.  Each student used paint and a 
q- tips to create small strokes or swirls of paint in their sunflowers so they resemble Van Goh's 
impressionistic paint style.
2nd Grade
The 2nd grade Art class learned how to draw a 2- Dimensional Space picture.  We talked about 
foreground and background and how images closer to us look larger and images further away from us 
look smaller.  The picture is 2-dimensional as in it looks like you can step into the picture.  Each student 
created their own Aliens, animals, and plants.  The color was totally up to them since it was their made up 
planet.
3rd Grade
The 3rd Grade class learned about the artist George Suerat.  The class watched a video that explained his 
use of dots of color and Divisionism.  His paintings were created with dots of colored paint called 
Pointillism.  The class looked at his famous Painting called -An Afternoon on The Island Of LaGrande 
Jatte.  The students recreated this painting by doing their own rectangle section of it and putting it all 
together.
4th Grade
The 4th Grade class learned about the artist John James Audubon and his Birds Of America Book that he 
created.  The book is very large and every bird in the book is its actual size.  The birds are drawn in great 
detail and put in their natural habitats.  Audubon was the first artist to be able to paint them life- like since 
he was a taxidermist and could stuff them and put wire in them to create them flying or standing in their 
natural poses.  Each student drew their own bird with detail and transferred their drawing onto 
multicolored scratch art paper.
5th Grade
The 5th Grade class learned about the architect Frank Lloyd Wright and we looked at his stained glass 
windows that he created for his houses that he built.  He definitely felt like the windows needed to reflect 
nature in some way.  Each student created their own small stained glass window using glass shapes and 
black lines and then resin was poured over the top to preserve them.
6th Grade
The 6th Grade class learned about EASTERN DRAGONS VS WESTERN DRAGONS and the different 
characteristics of both.  The Eastern dragons were considered wise and bring good luck.  The Western 
dragons were evil and dangerous and had wings.  Eastern dragons had bodies like a serpent, head of a 
camel,rabbit eyes,cow ears, deer antlers, tiger paws, eagle talons, carp scales and bellies that looked like 
a clam.  Each student created a Eastern dragon out of clay.
7th Grade
The 7th grade class learned how to make slab pots out of clay.
8th Grade
The 8th Grade class made coil pots out of clay.  The class learned how to make coils and the different 
techniques you could do with them.  Each student was to incorporate at least 3 different techniques into 
their coil pot.



Congratulations to Our Second Graders!

Happy Summer from Mrs. Dahl and the 2nd (soon-to-be 3rd) grade class! It is hard 

to believe we are at the end of the school year, and in just a few more days summer 

break begins!! The second graders have been keeping busy this spring! Our days 

have been filled with column math and regrouping, talking about Earth Day and how 

to care for our planet. We’ve been reading lots of books; fiction and nonfiction, and 

completing many different writing assignments. The students were also able to 

share their musical talents during our Spring Program and Spring Piano Recitals. 

However, the most important thing that happened in our room this spring was that 

the 2nd graders received their First Communion. While it looked a bit different than 

it has in years past, each child was still able to celebrate their First Communion at 

church with family members. At school, we prepared for our First Communion with 

a variety of activities, and some wonderful guidance from our 8th grade buddies. 

We celebrated this wonderful Sacrament at school by having the 2nd grade 

students wear their First Communion attire to our May Crowning Mass, where we 

honored and crowned Mary. It has been a wonderful year with an amazing group of 

students. Wishing you all a safe and healthy summer!!



Faith in Every Student
Block programming with 

Hour of Code®
Using Quiver APP to experience 

virtual reality!

Tinker Cad Design and 3D Printing

Success in 
Mystery Class® a 

Global game of 
Hide & Seek!

What’s Happening in 
Computer Class with 

Mrs. Eichinger?

Supply Shopping
We know you’ve got a lot on your plate right now. Make 
things a little easier to get prepared for next year. SHOP 
NOW for your 2021-22 school supplies. Avoid the stores and 
get all your school supply shopping done online. EPI school 
supply packs contain all the items and brands our teachers 
requested. Your supplies will be shipped to our school and 
waiting for your child when school starts. 

Order now with our School ID of STB070. at 
https://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks/

Programming with the 
Scribbler Robot to create art!

http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/
https://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks/

