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PE with 
Mrs. Tangen 

St. Ben’s students have been busy outside during PE 
classes! With the beautiful weather, we have been able to 
play soccer, Kan Jam, and frisbee! During the month of 
October, our school participated in Walk to School Day and 
Kindness in Chalk. 
Shout-outs to: Gavin and Alex Wicks for their donation of 
new outdoor soccer nets and soccer balls, Gemini for their 
monetary donation to the Physical Education Department, 
and our school for purchasing four new Spyder Pong tables. 
We have enjoyed learning new games and sharing our time 
together outside!

Next month, PSA will provide Mike Reick's Chicken Dinner on 
November 14 from 11:00am  to 2:00pm. This will be takeout only; 
we will not send home tickets for pre-sale. Please watch for 
emails for volunteer opportunities. Many hands make light work 
with opportunities for students and adult volunteers.

We will be sending order forms home for our Impact Coffee and 
Vintage Lane GreenHouse Fundraiser the first week of November. 
Orders will be due back by November 15. These are great gift 
ideas, especially for the hard-to-buy-for.

Thank you to everyone you helped make the 
chili and soup supper a success.  We made 
$3,677.75 which will be donated to the roof 
project.

PSA has been busy with monthly appreciations 
for staff and teachers. October appreciation 
included cookies from the Sassy Baker and 
Lady Bug donated Halloween succulents. 

What’s going on 
with PSA?

http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/


We didn’t have any trouble thinking happy thoughts after watching the seventh and eighth graders perform 
Peter Pan, A Musical Adventure! on October 20, 2021, in the Carrie Lee auditorium. A musical adaptation 
drawn from the beloved novel by J.M. Barrie, it featured fresh, original music! The Darling children (Ari 
Albert, Ryan Northup, and Bill Fullhart) loved to hear of Peter Pan’s (Patrick Gallagher) adventures during 
his visits through the open window of the nursery. Then, one night after Nana (Garrett See) took his 
shadow, Peter Pan whisked the children off to Neverland. During their adventures, they met Captain Hook 
(Danika Reiser) and his pirate crew (Garrett See, Tommy Sexton, Margaret Hahn and Gabe Monroe), 
Princess Tiger Lily (Audrey Essa)  and her tribe (Willow Blair and William Kruse), and of course, the Lost 
Boys and Girls (Stella Pole, Olivia Huinker, Andy Carolan, Vivian Searcy, Brinlee Courtney)!

Director/producer: Paula Jewell;  Music Director/accompanist: Kimberly Svanoe;  Art Director: Sherri 
Holland ; Tech Crew: Jenna Hartz, Sydney Hageman, and Sally Laybourn

We would like to thank: the St. Benedict faculty and staff,  the seventh and eighth grade parents for their 
support , and Carrie Lee Elementary School for use of their auditorium. We also send a special thanks to 
the Reiser family for the window props.

    7th/8th grade present:
Peter Pan ,  A Musical Adventure!

The sixth graders have been nourishing their love of reading. 
They are reading an array of genres, from The Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid to Epic online fiction and nonfiction books to the Harry Potter 
series! A unit on poetry is planned for the beginning of the second 
quarter. In language, they wrote a descriptive paragraph about a 
wilderness photo using seven types of figurative language and 
imagery to help the reader use his/her five senses. They are 
presently working on a paragraph supporting a claim about how 
they can be responsible digital citizens when it comes to passing 
along information that they see online. 

6th Language Arts 
with Mrs. Jewell 

For more great shots 
from the play, click here 
or here for even more!

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=171904236173069&set=a.5099413846755392
https://www.tribe7studio.com/PETER-PAN/n-XHdbhK/?fbclid=IwAR0Gq4G0R-dRJJimS0RyaPv-uE0Wb0yhL8RVFXn3fRAhxl5qrGvHxySrOSk


 Mrs. Eichinger’s 
 K-5 Computer Classes

There is never a dull moment in the computer lab. 
Students are doing a variety of activities, including: 

● learning touch typing with Read, Write & Type
● Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress
● Block Programming with Code.org
● Drawing with TuxPaint
● Programming the Scribbler Robot with Blocky Prop
● Augmented Reality with Quiver Coloring Sheets & 

APP
● Discovering Keystone’s Digital Resources 

(BookFlix, MackinVia, Follette eBooks)
If you have questions, please reach out. I would love to 
share details!
Michelle Eichinger 
meichinger@st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us

The 4th graders took advantage of 
the beautiful fall weather and moved 
their learning outdoors.

4th Grade with 
Mrs. Kruger  

These 4th grade scientists are observing the life cycle 
of a darkling beetle in an environmental science unit. 

Students are demonstrating their mathematical 
understanding by being the teacher and 
showing their peers their problem-solving skills.



Friday Mass
Please join us for Mass, live on Facebook, 
Friday mornings at 9:00am. 

The November Mass schedule is as follows:
Nov. 1 (Wed)         8th Grade, All Saints
Nov. 5 & 12            No School/No Mass 
Nov. 24 (Wed)       Student Council
Nov. 26                  No Mass/Thanksgiving
                               break   

Faith in Every Student

Enrollment Code:
BA93L3A932645

Free ways to support St. Ben’s 

Have questions? 
Please call the 

office.
563 382 4886

Want to learn how to 
set up Amazon 

Smile? CLICK HERE

Check out our online 

Scrip ordering platform! 

My name is Ellyson Steffen. I am the 
resource/reading interventionist teacher. I am very 
excited to be at St. Ben’s. I am originally from 
Decorah. I live in Decorah with my husband and two 
Miniature Golden Doodles. Last December I 
graduated from the University of Iowa with my 
education degree. I am excited to continue to 
implement everything I have learned into my first ever 
classroom. My goal in my classroom is to make my 
students feel as comfortable as possible and to love 
reading. Here’s to a wonderful school year! 

 Teacher Spotlight : 
Mrs. Steffen

Teacher Spotlight: 
Mrs. Svanoe

Kimberly Svanoe, formerly at  St. Benedict School in 
2019-2020, has returned to the position of teaching grades 
PK-8 Vocal and 5-8 Instrumental Music.  This year, Svanoe 
will build upon the Music Elements and Activities (2019) 
and the Periods of Musical Literature (2020) by 
incorporating Children’s Literature in PK-4 lessons and 
Singing and Playing Instruments in grades 5-8.  Adding to 
composers Handel and Haydn (2020), the students will be 
studying about Bach, Vivaldi, Dvořák and Pärt.  She will 
accompany the musical, Peter Pan, assist in making music 
for weekly Mass as needed, and continue to develop the 
Concert Band.

A native of North Dakota, Kimberly graduated from Minot 
State Teachers College, an NASM school, with a B.S. in 
Music Education.  She graduated with Honors from the 
New England Conservatory of Music, Boston, MA, and the 
University of Iowa in Iowa City.  Svanoe has an extended 
work history in ND, SD, MN and IA, where she taught music 
in various capacities for over forty years. 

Kimberly is married to an ELCA pastor and musician, Rolf 
Svanoe. Together they have three children, a 
daughter-in-law and a son-in-law, and two grandsons, while 
Lacey, the cocker spaniel, remains at home.  Kimberly 
enjoys traveling with her husband, making music and 
serving in schools and churches, visiting friends, going to 
museums, attending cultural events and reading.
Mrs. Svanoe loves to teach at St. Ben’s because learning 
and faith formation are combined.

https://www.facebook.com/Decorah-St-Benedict-School-171904236173069/?ref=page_internal
http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1498234012
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.shopwithscrip.app
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_42-0698228_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=42-0698228&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_42-0698228_cl
https://youtu.be/FEnuxkPGDdo

